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Col. W, Miller Owen, New Orlesna.

Richmond, ay 26,1864,

2 -

o’ionelx I have the honor.to repoxt the ‘operations of my

battery an Lh: cAmpaign on the Fouth Eide,

&n the 5th May I left camp at Model Farm with three guns

: (Napoleons). -~ Subsequently my rifie¥oun was sent to-me and was

placed in positicn the same evening at rattery Nos 1lly near the
Prince Georpe road. The next day, the 6th ihstent, was ordered

Lo report to General Pickett”s headquarters at a trot, and vas or-
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der-d by him across the "Appomattox River, The encry. in heavy

foree under Dutler were advaneing on the Rich,ond and Petersburg

Railroad via Port Walthall, I went in pcslti'bh on the' turnpike

-~

about two miles from Pete.suurge The ENCNL wé‘d then repo ‘ted

advancing on this road in heavy force. Beql‘des my battery. there
v i

wéré abcut 200 ipfantry. to meet theme At dayl:;r'ht. on 7th 1nsta.m._
took pos1t1u ‘on -the road prot.ectln{' ‘the Swift Lreek brldge.

About 9 a.in, ‘was ordered .to near Fort Cliftons At 3. ?O pele Was

. ordered b?)\ou to Port Walthall Junetion at a trot, a hee.vy fight
hav:m;' been in prngress at that point for. seveml hours, but vhen'

T srrived found the enemy withdrawing so did not go in posi}.iq.g

AL11.30 .o’clook that night wasSomiered by Lieutenant-Coloned '



&
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.. LIghifool to march guictly to Swift. cretk and t’o r'-}ace one section. .. X' 2 i el
i Fe e fen this Lhé enemy. opé “ ’{~ L
in pomnon 6n tHe ‘road Prote sting thé bridge atid Ahe olher secti@n ok ¢ enehy opened willl ojic gun on my rifie%iung Wi \.“e’(e

: <
near the, rallroad oricge on Dun! 3?’5 place. e B AT

~ 7

burmuke umler L1wutemxnt Brown. Cne shot struek the wheel of®

¥ I ¢ S ¢ s 3 . =St i
}6vasmi-on-Yhe - oth instanty was Prtier;:d to move to the the limbers™ 1 Lutsnail provn fired a'few shots at them and af

.-the™ _t*ﬁ‘%r fire disanled ‘the -enemy’s fun.

roai by General Johnsom, ‘and about.*9 a.m. was placed in'position’ At 7 p.m. Withdrew tLo

on the creck on .the left nf cur lines - OMx Lrogpvs had all fallen

>

-57) the fOIh;ifch,LlOﬂS and tdok positi on & the right of the road.

Fired to-day ei{:ﬁty-six Tounds.

-~ g £ u :
@bout 4 PeM. the next day, the 13th, the ‘enemy turned- the

TTight of. our line of battie, I

Il
f

back on the night of the. :d;nstam. am oeccupied the line  of the
Swift Crecke At 10 a.m. neavy SKlmllsl‘llf’ commenced in the front

*
ince L:le utenant Gal-

“and soon the fight became gencral with artil}ery firing, the

braith’s »'section diu gregh exe

iony also thy

shells frou which fekl varysnear mv batterye. ' No enc.y appearsd t un‘fr Llehl nant

in m‘} fronte IM. 4 a.m, on the IDth instant by your order I ggain

changed my position to Dunlép’s nlacg, plaeing one-Section near

J131'0v.'1i, upon the' enemy adyanging, they having A hr- on Lhelr

etly divided on

.flank. " My Lattery was ar

tcndinp oxer n-sphce of
ﬂp\//

fell Back t\thc .second llna of works, iu ALkmnVr‘albmlth with

he line of works, “x-

At\least hglx

the railroad and "the other*further to the right. At.7 a.m. a file.  When our troops

battery of the enemy inSmy f‘x‘én_t opened on the sectfon near the

ridge-under Lisutenant Galuraith. - They. fircd vell but did no one gun broth Up the rear with General Lorse. In ‘this engege-

At 9 a.re Lieutenant

)
P, . ment had no h t-1 3. V' =
e I was not allow_e'f tn ‘ppen on 1},, no one hur n my companye Fll‘ed roundss

Galbraith opencd on the position where this Yankee battery was, but & On the 14¢h instent was plated in the WorE'al Gregory’s

f:‘,';p‘- tHe' Fad 1offe - “At 12.m. opened again on them 'but could Crossing on the'’railroade Here ve reémeined till the morning of

3 y s » . g
5 g v 3 5 = the 18th instant Avout ~daylights 6n the 16th instant wen
get no responsce Fired about forty EPUWJ‘;,‘} the enemy were re . ylights ¢ ] stant t to

DOI"LEM withd raving nll‘day. About 11 a.m. on the 11th_ instant the turnpike -to avait further orders, . Moved with Major Owén to,

wgs ordered to join the bat,/(@lion-;t’hen,nn the turnpike in rear‘oi: :thc. second line of viorkse = At -c)- oledeek a.Tn; orderid by your-"~
self to move to the first.line of wori:, just taken by ﬁur-ti'oops,
& and. if ‘I could to put m/ battery.in posulon there. I moveds
D

down the road /tlll ‘he m1n1e balls’ fell s0 thieck about us t.‘w.t I

Pickett’s d1v1smn Lhen ccmzmmled by General Corse, in the move
to Drewry’s Hluffe : Moved at 3.30 a.m. on the 12th instant; con-
= g

tinued our march. At 7,30 a.m. placed two- guns in rosition.on the

tumblke at the half- -way house. Enemy reported adve.néin{éyhen 2 vas afraid to take the battery any furthex-.for fear the enemy

n

all the troops vere witﬁi"m&x behind the f‘ortificatiom. I was .might be pressing our forees back ( the fog was so thick I eould

left vuth one seotion and General Corse’s brigade on p1cket. not see tventy yards ahead of mé)/ so I halted and sent Lieutenant

The skirmishing continued heavy in our front all da}"’ EOM 4pam < Galbraith forward with one gun with orders to fire at anything he

‘it became 80 heavy On the left that' I ook one Na.poleon to the
Shortly af-

sav. .Very-shortly 1 sent forward the other gun of his seetion,
v ¥ e ] »I
‘but cauld not then pul the -other mection Q'p position in thé Works,

" ﬁela and opened on the enemye Eid some exgcuhion. ‘
< e ; 28 the enemy was Jwt h Spu og u:e woru and could have nned
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all my horses am probnbly men vnlle nov1 64 oy Lhe flanke After

. PR
thise and wh11L 1 vas.in the, Qvont, Lleutemnt Bmvrr s orderf-d

by Gnr\eral Beaure{*ard’-' aide to take posn ion to the r:u'ht ofs the
i‘nd and ‘in rear of Lhe line of works, Ir these pos tvns our

fire ha% Lerrible effect upon the enemy. ™ Seve: ral LJ.mu‘ they at-
tempted to advance ‘columns :up Lhé rn;),d "L.‘\' a fewv- weil-directe d

" _shots from Lias ten..xt Galbraith’s sectmn Would cause themto melt .
avay into t,h-— womis. AT battery of the enemy in our front and not
more than 1060 yard: distant, ‘compased of three 20-pounder Parrotts
and ‘two Napoleons., suffered heavily from thé fire of Liedtenant;
Falbraith’s secti}on and vas fina®ly silenced by our fire, togéthe;‘

with that of Hdygood's and Johnson’s brigadese ~This captured

3

 battery was afterwa.rd presented to me by General Beauregard for
__thc snrvlcss of Lhe Fl::t Coupany on. that day. vaout 8.15 a,m, I
yas st,mck on the head by a m'inie ball ‘an! had to leave Lhe figlq,
- and. verJ shortly f.fter L:Leut c&}nb Gelbraith was struek in' the
hipg, L;eutru.rt Browvn vas then in conmand of the battery., He
ws:h"rnw at 10 o’clonk havn'" expe ”ed nearly n]l his a;:ml}ni-
tzon.wh tns enmnﬂrnt <l lootOxLlle%, b4 Ce ‘R, Wj‘laldren,'
P. B¢ S:erons H\lPe/chaUU Geor:re\?hmrmers, and 11 wounded.-'v
Capt. E.’Owen, dieut, g, M. Gdlbraith, Corpl. C. 5 Eireréit, Corpl’
S: .Tumer, Privates J. :.Ieyf:‘rs,AN. B. ‘Phelps, E, Perchaud, J,
Nomxént; Ce Iioss:'yter, J. Wilson, W. W. bpenccr, also had S'horses
killed am_i 7 -wounded, One limber wag broken by the mules getting -
: f_rim tened and ru.rmirw avay into the woods, I fired 251 rou.nds,
vizg rifle 6 shell, 6 ceﬁi*er, ‘\lapoleons 125 case shot, 16
.shell 13 sohd shot, 31 unis—t’e:.) e
Q.léutena it Gulbmith and Brown ahd Sergea.nts Mc};_gdghfy,

Ha_rdie, and Nomnt, also my corpomlt and men acted with compie-

uous gallantry;” evary mn did his duty nobly. After Lieuienant .

bl 11 s
& o

: o g PriE Ry
‘ War ; : ; n-:nnd
Gélbrai‘t?h was wounded Fir st Sergt. J. B. McGa.tlgth &ook com
p etains i vahas
-of his section and still retains ite B Lemm Brown noy s :
: : ! yid s wted to
cormia:d of ‘thé First Conpany yith _Lhe captured guns Presel‘.t

1 am; colorel very respe ct.ful) ’
\ &5 " Edward 0w»n,
’e' o

jou‘r Tobetlient, servant,

Lieut. Cole. B. F. Esh]i.;man,

" Commanding Battalion W ashingbon Antillery: =
e




